 

 




CRIMINAL RECORDS BUREAU

 Refereeing without criminal records bureau checks? 5 years in prison!

 The English FA has just told county associations that referees who officiate from    

 September 2008 without completing the Child Protection Course (CPC)

 Enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check and who have been ‘accepted’

 into football, will be committing a criminal offence and liable to a prison sentence 

 up to 5 years. Similarly officers of a county, league or club who appoint a referee 

 without CRB clearance will also be liable to imprisonment for up to 5 years.

 This is the result of a QC’s legal opinion obtained by the English FA on the 

 implications of the ‘Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act’ passed in November

 2006. The legal opinion appears to confirm that all refereeing is a ‘regulated activity’

 under the Act because officials even in open-age football could be frequently ‘in 

 contact with children’ (age up to 18) and anyone who seeks to referee must therefore

 apply to be ‘subject to monitoring’.

 The English FA has already decided that no referee can be registered for 2007/8

 Season unless they have satisfactorily completed the CPC and CRB checks. The 

 English FA also says it is in dialogue with the Home Office regarding the 

 implementation of the Act and particularly in relation to open-age football.

 What should be done now?

 1. Referees who want to be certain they can referee next season and who have not 

 completed the CPC and CRB would be well advised to contact AFA and go through 

 the compliance procedure. The AFA has a closing date for registration of May 15th, 

 but there may be some discretion where referees are seen to be undertaking the 

 CPC/CRB procedures. 

 2. Meanwhile, to prevent the threatened devastation to grassroots sport, league and 

 county associations should immediately contact the English FA to request:-

 (i) A challenge to the legal opinion on which the English FA is acting. It is highly 

 unlikely that the legislations intended that referees/umpires should be monitored

 under the Act.

  CONTS ON PAGE TEN




CRIMINAL RECORDS BUREAU(CONTS)





(ii) A delay of the CPC and CRS requirement for referee registration in season 2007/8 until the following season when the Act comes into operations.


(iii) Even if the opinion is confirmed that refereeing is ‘a regulated activity’ under the Act, a petition be made from the English FA  -together with other major grassroots sports – to the Secretary of State to gain a ‘specific exception ‘ for refereeing. (Schedule 4 Section 5.6 “The Secretary of State may, by order, provide that in such circumstances as are specified an activity which is a regulated activity in relation to children is not to be treated as a regulated activity”)






































(iv) If all else fails, that under-18 football should be clearly split from adult football(open age football starts at 16 currently – ed), the latter being then outside the remit of the Act, and non-compliant referees free to referee without conditions.





The above was by Patrick Morrissey 


President AFALONSAR


-------------


I thought the above details where interesting for you to be informed off, this is only part of a 3 page document. The CPC course is 3 hours (although there is a CD option)  and the CRB application form takes time to complete. The costs are approximately £20.00 currently but likely to escalate quickly in the future/ Checks must be repeated every 3 years.


The above action is not at present being dealt with by the FAW.


See our minute 2007/23 GCRA 9











 Greyhound Pub





High St. Newport





John Pisani


Invites all Referees to meet there


Colleagues on Saturday Afternoon 


after their match
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